
 

 

Is Wine on the Porch for you? 

We’re so glad you’re interested in exploring co-housing with us!  

Please take some time to think about the following questions before deciding whether you’d 

like to meet us and explore further. This is only for your own use; you don’t give it back to us. 

 

1. What is Wine on the Porch? 
○ An equity co-op for people 50+ 
○ A heritage home overlooking a tree-filled ravine 
○ Enjoying High Park, Bloor West Village and the Junction, steps from Runnymede or 

High Park subway stations  
○ A home to age in place, in community 

 
For more about Wine on the Porch, see how we were described in the Toronto Star 
and on CBC Radio. 
 

2. Why co-housing? 
"Speak to anyone who lives in co-housing and you will find a variety of reasons for their 
choice. Some hope to place a smaller footprint on the earth. Some hope to experience 
comfort and companionship in their old age, or a multi-generational table to share a meal at. 
Some seek affordability. Common to all, however, is the deep-seated memory of a “village”: 
a desire for community, for a stronger connection to fellow inhabitants of this shared planet." 
-- Jacob Allerdice, "The Cohousing Option," in Canadian Architect, April 20, 2016 

 

Here are our reasons for wanting to pursue this. What are your reasons? 

 

 

3. Do you understand “co-housing” the same way we do? 

People use the term co-housing (or cohousing) in different ways. In our vision, co-housing 

combines common and private spaces in a single building, essentially a large family home.  

 

We are incorporated as an equity co-op which will ultimately issue six shares. (Maybe five; 

maybe seven. Not four or fewer. Probably not eight or more. We’re planning for six.) 

 

https://www.thestar.com/business/2018/10/27/twelves-company-two-couples-want-to-make-high-park-co-housing-dream-a-reality.html
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/outintheopen/this-retired-couple-is-refusing-to-let-condo-living-be-their-final-destination-1.4936669
https://www.canadianarchitect.com/features/the-cohousing-option/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/facts-and-arguments/as-my-friends-and-i-grow-older-were-setting-our-sights-on-communal-living/article32240746/
https://wineontheporch.wordpress.com/2016/04/22/is-it-cohousing-or-co-housing-or-coliving-or/
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A share may be held by one or two persons. Each share conveys a right to inhabit the 

property, make exclusive use of a private space and participate with other members in the 

use of common facilities.  

 

Our private spaces will incorporate 400-600 square feet (external measure). That’s a pretty 

big space, room for a sleeping area, a sitting area, a walk in closet and a fully accessible, 

private bathroom. 

 

Our common spaces, about 3,500 square feet, include a big common kitchen and dining 

room where we expect to prepare and share a meal together most days. (Not a rule, just a 

hope.)  There’s an adjacent sitting area with a gas fireplace. Four more variously sized 

common areas spread throughout the house will allow for different purposes: watching a 

movie together, enjoying an intimate dinner with family, reading, playing music, whatever 

interests there are in the community. There’ll also be a couple of guest rooms.  (We have 

architectural drawings we’ll share if you want to pursue this.) 

 

In summary, you’re buying a one-sixth share of a 6500-square-foot home. 

 

Can you picture yourself in this living arrangement? What joys or challenges do you think 

you would face? 

 

 

4. We expect to nourish the life of the community with regular meetings, probably every two 

weeks (or as otherwise agreed). Sometimes to do business, sometimes just to see how 

everybody is doing. Does that sound like a good idea… or is it maybe your vision of hell? 

 

When we make decisions on the life of the community, we expect to make them by 

consensus. What experience do you have with this kind of group process? How do you see 

yourself contributing to it? 

 

 

 

5. How is your health? 

There’s no fitness test and, unlike certain health plans, we have no objection to pre-existing 

conditions. But we’re clear that we want to support each other as companions, not as 

caregivers. If you need a personal support worker, or other more extensive health care 

supports, you should assume that you will be making those arrangements and paying for 

them on your own. This doesn’t mean there can’t be shared arrangements if more than one 

member of the community has similar needs. It just means that we’re building a home, not 

a care facility. 

https://wineontheporch.wordpress.com/2017/08/21/why-one-kitchen/
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6. Have you discussed co-housing with family members?  

Some families are very supportive, others may raise concerns. You’ll want to know that your 

loved ones understand your interest and are able to support you. Also, they may have 

questions or perspectives that will help you work through your own decision. 

 

 

7. Can you afford it?  

All else being equal, a cohousing situation will always be less expensive than other, 

comparable accommodations, but our cohousing is in downtown Toronto, steps from the 

subway, so there’s that.  We project a capital cost starting at about $795,000  per share and 1

proportionate to the size of the exclusive space you want.  

 

We expect all-in operating costs (taxes, utilities, maintenance, insurance, cleaning and other 

shared costs) to be about $1500 a month per share. 

 

Your investment is similar to investing in a co-op apartment. You own an equitable interest 

in the corporation. When you depart, the corporation sells your share and gives you (or 

your estate) the proceeds. Your share will trade at market value, allowing you to participate 

in any market appreciation. In other words, if real estate is still going up and there is 

demand for this type of housing, you may  expect the value of your share to increase.  

 

 

8. Some logistics:  

Our house will be no smoking and no pets. We’re sure your pet is lovely but, unfortunately, 

some of us have severe allergies so we’re inflexible on this point. 

 

We have ample off-street parking for bikes and cars. 

 

Some co-housing developments are multi-generational and, while we admire that model, 

ours is not. We’re focused on people 50+ who will age in place within a resilient, supportive 

community. 

 

 

 

1 Based on preliminary drawings totalling 7300 sq. ft. A process is underway to determine priorities and assess 
whether this number can be reduced. The only final number is the one that all parties agree to. 
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Still interested? Great. Contact us and let’s talk. 

wineontheporch21@gmail.com  

mailto:wineontheporch21@gmail.com

